
Taken from Heidi's Facebook page:

Heidi Anne Benson
Yesterday

Good gloomy Friday morn! After a week of watching the end of Latitudes & Attitudes play out, I am feeling at peace. I slept almost 11 hours and am 
ready to tackle the next course on my life adventure. 

A guy bought the magazine from Bob & Jody early this year under false pretenses. It took him 6 months to destroy the business and brand that 
Robert Lipkin and Jody Lipkin had invested their life savings and hearts over the last 20 years to build. He was charming and very good at telling 
stories and shifting figures so that it looked like he was working for the good of the magazine. But a house built on sand will eventually fall with the 
incoming tide ... and with the Summer Solstice came that flood tide.

Some of the staff cannot tell the story as they had non-compete and legal clauses. I can. I was an at-will employee and this is my story. No one asked 
me to write this and I don't speak for anyone else but myself. (Please feel free to share.)

The company was purchased by a collaboration of 4 people who met at the Oakland Boat Show and all supposedly loved the cruising lifestyle. After 
the purchase, the new "CEO" managed to push out two of the original owners, who were true boaters, leaving just himself and his domestic partner 
with control and spreading rumors about the mental stability and business sense of the former owners. One of the two pushed out is still owed a 
large portion of her initial investment. 

Over the next few months the financial situation of the magazine took a severe downturn, despite the Advertising Department's increase in revenue ... 
up 8.75% in this tough economy. (Kudos to the Ad Crew of Jim, Lisa and me ... I am very proud of our hard work and professionalism.) Longtime 
vendors of the Seafaring Store and professional contributors of the magazine were not paid. Dedicated employees hired by Bob were fired and laid 
off. The longtime awesome Editor gave her notice to retire and the amazing Marketing Manager resigned. Payments on the note to the owner of The 
Lost Soul were not made and threats of repossession were made. 

Yet the new owner continued to spin the tale about new investors coming onboard and the opening of a Lats & Atts Marina in Mexico. He approached 
a personal friend of mine, who examined the "financial report" and immediately backed away from investing. He asked me to sign a personal line of 
credit to the company for a "short term loan" ... which I did not do.

After not paying the printer for several months, we were told that the June issue would not be printed without the back issues paid and the current 
prepaid. So the new owner apparently found a new printer to print on credit. In the meantime, the new owner decided we would institute a new policy 
of pre-billing advertisers 3 months in advance. I reluctantly sent out this notice and the immediate response was disastrous. I convinced him to 
revoke this decision, but the damage was done and advertisers began canceling.

In order to hit the newsstands with the other sailing rags, we would have had to print the July issue by June 15 ... it didn't happen. Yet, as recently as 
two days ago, he was telling people it was going to happen. We had already billed and collected money for the ads in this issue and if it did not print, 
we were toast. The whole staff was on pins and needles. If I had a million dollars, I would put money on the bet that Latitudes & Attitudes will not be 
printed again under this ownership. 

On Monday, I requested to be laid off after not being paid as usual on the prior Friday. Later that day, a deposit for my pay for work served May 28-
June 10 was put in my bank account and cleared. I did not receive a pay stub and am not sure that the taxes and deductions were paid. I am still 
owed thousands of dollars in travel reimbursements.

On Tuesday, he told me they were laying off the Office Manager, who had not been paid. Other scheduled payments were not made and legal action 
was initiated. The staff was told to go home early and the new editor was given the rest of the week off. The staff who had already left for the day 
were not told anything. The Lats & Atts van was repossessed by the registered owner.

That night, the new owner told me that he had taken anything of value from the office and removed the computer servers and moved into a local 
hotel. They changed the locks on the office and posted a sign saying that the office was closed until further notice. The staff came in on Wednesday 
morning to locked doors. Since some live on boats, they had kept personal items in the desks and were not allowed in to get these as the rent is paid 
until the end of the month.

The story I heard from the new owner was that he was driving up to the Bay Area on Thursday to get his personal items and anything of value off The 
Lost Soul. It is reportedly being repossessed over the weekend. No one has heard from them since. The last message I received on my cell phone 
yesterday was from the new owner telling me that I he was a traitor for posting a message of support on Bob Bitchin's new Seafaring.com FB page and 
that I was not to contact him or "breathe in his face" again. As has been his MO, everything is the fault of someone other than he. In his mind, he 
believes that he is the victim. Pathetic.
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Currently, Lats & Atts doesn't exist. The website and FB pages were taken down. The office phone has a busy signal (because the servers were taken 
and the phone not reconnected). Rest in Peace, Lats & Atts.

But good often comes from bad, especially when the bad was intentional and evil. Bob and Jody are regrouping and have received tremendous 
support from their huge following of friends and supporters. I encourage everyone to "Like" their new FB page and follow their progress as, like a 
Phoenix, they rise from the ashes.

As for me, I'll be fine. I've filed for unemployment and will be spending the month of July celebrating the birth of my first grandchild. I'm hoping to 
continue to work in the boating industry ... in boat show/seminar coordination and/or advertising/sales/marketing. If anyone knows of any openings, 
please let me know. I'm a hard worker and a true Cruiser and I have the best reference in the business ... the Bitchin's!

As Bob says: Attitude ... The difference between ordeal and adventure.

(And as Jody replies: Sometimes it's just an ordeal!)

Share

28 people like this.

Justin Blok god damn what an asshat. 
exactly where in mexico was this marina supposed to 
be?
Yesterday at 10:50am

Kerry Huffman Vann This needs to be taken care of in 
court. Love you. She then for what you're owed. Contact 
legal counsel
Yesterday at 10:55am via mobile

Kerry Huffman Vann Damn IPhone. SUE
Yesterday at 10:55am via mobile

Heidi Anne Benson JB: The marina was on 
Isla Mujeres. But I don't think there ever really 
was a deal.
Yesterday at 10:59am

Heidi Anne Benson KHV: I filed a claim with the State 
Labor Board. BUT ... they don't have a permanent 
address. They lived on a boat in Emeryville, but the boat 
was repossessed last week. They have been living in the 
Lats & Atts apartment in Redondo Beach, but they have 
abandoned that. So now, it's them in their jeep ... 
probably already across the border. I'm one in a very 
long line of creditors. Karma ...
Yesterday at 11:01am · 1

Justin Blok lol I was gonna say the amount of grease 
money, work money it takes to build anything in mexico 
they would have had to been extremely wealthy...........as 
in billionaires to afford to build a marina.
Yesterday at 11:06am

Robert Lipkin Heidi, as you know I cannot comment due 
to legal mud wrestling going on... but KUDO's. You are a 
hell of a writer. When we climb out of this pit and do 
raise from the ashes, we expect some cruising stories.
Yesterday at 11:06am · 6

Kathy Crees Haikey Wow, what a blow. I do not get how 
people can be so unabashedly evil. He was a proficient 
con artist. I am so sorry thatthis has happened, Heidi. 
This status needs to be translated into a police report 
and filed with the District Attorney for fraud charges. 
How awful. I hope they catch this twisted soul!
Yesterday at 11:06am via mobile · 3

Lynnette M Frary You are an amazingly strong woman! 
A true survivor. It's good that you've vented and spilled 
the beans. I hope you find a new position elsewhere, 
soon.
Yesterday at 11:08am · 2

Justin Blok since you arent bound by any legal stuff, can 
you post their names?
Yesterday at 11:09am
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Lynn Schadeck Marleau Do NOT, post names, Heidi. 
Slander and libel don't apply to the "not being bound" 
rules.
Yesterday at 11:14am · 1

Lynnette M Frary It's public record if you're willing to do 
the work.
Yesterday at 11:16am · 4

Kerry Huffman Vann Karma is a bitch and payback is 
too. Aren't the new owners also the owners of other 
publications? I'm sure they have assets. May be a long 
line of creditors, but I would be persistent, aggressive 
and dirty if I had too.
Yesterday at 11:16am via mobile · 3

Kerry Huffman Vann And they will put their guard 
down, may be years later...but they will.
Yesterday at 11:18am via mobile · 3

Lynnette M Frary Here is an article about the " new" 
owner:http://www.tradeonlytoday.com/home/517439-
latitudes-a-attitudes-publications-have-new-owner

Latitudes und Attitudes 
publications have new owner
www.tradeonlytoday.com
Soundings TradeOnlyToday reports 
daily boating business news for the 
recreational marine industry and 
boating professionals.

Yesterday at 11:19am · 1

Kimberly Paternoster THANK YOU. THANK YOU. THANK 
YOU. THANK YOU. THANK YOU. THANK YOU. THANK 
YOU. THANK YOU AND MORE THANK YOUS. I can't tell 
you enough how much this meant to me. It has been a 
very difficult 5 months for me too, knowing all of this. 
Thank you Heidi, with open arms.
Yesterday at 11:20am · 5

Kathleen Crisp Wow. I'll keep a lookout for any weird, 
questionable emails sent to subscribers, and reply with 
"BTW, you owe my friend money so pony up." Or with 
language less family-oriented.
Yesterday at 11:22am · 2

Kerry Huffman Vann Dennis Doran is a wanted man.
Yesterday at 11:29am via mobile · 4

Heidi Anne Benson It IS public record who 
bought the magazine ... as well as published 
in each and every masthead. The owner of 
record is Sextant Publishing and the CEO is 
Dennis "DJ" Doran.
Yesterday at 11:34am · 4

Ellen Baird You go girl! Best wishes!
Yesterday at 11:44am via mobile · 1

Justin Blok lol posting names of owners of 
companies is not slander and is public record. 
thanks kerry.
Yesterday at 11:54am · 2

Wayne Holland great writing, get the story out there let 
people know
Yesterday at 12:10pm · 1

Doris Yates Check St. Rose and HUSD! Been getting info 
from them!
Yesterday at 12:16pm · 1

Janeen Arrigo Finally! Thank you Heidi, truly from the 
bottom of my heart, thank you.
Yesterday at 12:18pm via mobile · 2

Heidi Anne Benson JA: Thank YOU for your dedication 
to the brand! I've only been a member of the family for a 
short time, but it has been an incredible ride ... and best 
of all, I got to meet some amazing folks like you! BIg hug 
to Bubba!
Yesterday at 12:28pm · 2
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Gary Peterson A response from Mr Doran posted in 
Lectronic Lattitude; http://www.latitude38.com/
lectronic/lectronicday.lasso?date=2012-06-22#Story2

Latitude 38 - 'Lectronic Latitude
www.latitude38.com
Latitude 38 is the West's premier 
sailing and marine magazine, 
published in prin...See More

Yesterday at 12:34pm · Edited

Kerry Huffman Vann Just read that^ Oh good, if Mr. 
Doran is up for exploring his legal options, I hope Heidi 
is too! NOBODY puts baby in a corner! LOL I mean Heidi. 
If he's up for for talking to the press, he should get 
ready for court because I would NOT rest until my travel 
expenses were paid back.
Yesterday at 1:56pm · Edited · 3

Bill Parr Hell hath no fury like a Publisher and his family 
scorned.
Yesterday at 1:55pm via mobile · 3

Kerry Huffman Vann sorry, this shit pissed me off Heidi 
Anne Benson
Yesterday at 1:55pm · 2

Kerry Huffman Vann I would contact latitude38.com 
with a statement of my own
Yesterday at 1:57pm · 2

Bill Parr As my friend in the Marines would say, " DJ 
Doran, you can run, but you will only die tired."
Yesterday at 2:33pm via mobile · 2

Chris Medeiros Wow I am so sorry!!
Yesterday at 3:13pm · 1

Kimberly Paternoster The last place DJ wants 
to be seen is in a court. His background check 
shows multiple judgements against him, 
including the $50,000 one in Washington (I 
know about this because THAT lawyer called 
me looking for them). They have NOTHING 
other than what they took from the offices 
down there (maybe they still have their boat, 
but I don't even think THAT belonged to 
them). They took money from me, kicked me 
out, and I kept quiet waiting for my payback 
(which they did pay me $2500, but that's 
about it). They bullied me, tried to tarnish my 
reputation, and well... let's just say karma 
sucks, doesn't it boys?
Yesterday at 3:55pm · 1

Heidi Anne Benson Facts: They defaulted on the loan on 
their personal boat & it was repossessed last week. Lost 
Soul is being taken back tomorrow. :-(
Yesterday at 4:01pm via mobile

Kimberly Paternoster OMG. I had no idea that they 
defaulted on that loan too. Boy, when it rains it pours. I 
have a friend that saw them at the Emeryville Market last 
night, so I do know that they are around. I don't like that 
they are so close though - I wish they would just 
somewhere else. Mexico would even work.
Yesterday at 4:03pm · 1

Kerry Huffman Vann ^speaking of, Heidi^ It occurred to 
me, that you could possibly need to consider your 
personal safety if this ASSHOLE dislikes you setting the 
record straight here. Just a thought....
23 hours ago · 3

Kimberly Paternoster Kerry, I've also thought about that 
myself. They know where I live. It did make me nervous 
for a while. Heidi, is your FB page blocked up? Mine is...
23 hours ago · 1
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Kerry Huffman Vann the post is public
23 hours ago · 1

Heidi Anne Benson They are gone. They took 
their stuff & are most likely over the border 
by now.
23 hours ago via mobile

Kimberly Paternoster Do you know that for CERTAIN? 
Tell me you do.
23 hours ago · 1

Tony Santos this happens frequently. TS
23 hours ago · 1

Heidi Anne Benson No, I don't know for 
certain. But they don't have anywhere to go 
except family in Oregon. Anyone have a friend 
in the Highway Patrol? :-)
23 hours ago

Kerry Huffman Vann heidi, let's have a drink - 
sometime very soon
22 hours ago · Edited · 2

Chris Smith This is one of the saddest stories i have 
heard ,,to bad its not fiction.
22 hours ago · 1

Gloria Rooney Any thing we can do pls let us know . We 
are truth seekers and supporters of Bob and jody
19 hours ago via mobile · 1

Kerry Huffman Vann Oh btw, it's Pride weekend. Likely 
still in town ;)
17 hours ago via mobile · 1

Dave Gibson As someone who has created and worked 
in my own business for many years, Heidi, Bob, Jodi, and 
all the rest will land on their feet. Bob and Jodi are 
entrepreneurs and can, if they so choose, create a new 
Lats & Atts. Heidi, you're a good writer and you will no 
doubt find employment. Good luck and best wishes to 
you all, and thank you for many years of enjoyment 
reading Lats & Atts.
7 hours ago · 1

Jim Cresto Sorry for all that you've gone through Heidi. 
Over the years i've learned wolves come in kinds of 
sheep's clothing. Looks like my understanding of that is 
once more proven. And how dare he try to scam big 
bucks out of my best friend!
7 hours ago via mobile · 1

Emma Mather Thank you for being a traitor. I do not 
know how they can look themselves in the mirror 
everyday. Karma will come around.
6 hours ago · 1
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