
DJ,
  Well thought out and well put.  As you say, we both have our own view of what happened.  No matter who has the virtual vision, there is one truth.  L&A is dead.  I agree you and
Joe put 8 months of hard work into it, and no doubt some financial assets as well.  You know we never withheld any info from you.  Also please remember that less than a month
before you shut down we offered to take it back over, and you agreed, but changed your minds the next morning. Why?
   What's in the past is the past.  Of course it cannot be forgotten. Jody and I worked for 17 years to create Latitudes & Attitudes, and had a lot of pride in the brand.  It is very hard for
us just looking at the Lats & Atts gear that has been a part of our lives for so many years.  
   We know it can never come back, but the reason I was asking for what we lost is simple.  I was very proud of what I created, and now it is gone.  Vanished.  Dead.  It hurts me
when I think of it.
   You and Joe worked 8 months and lost a few thousand dollars.  But somehow you own what Jody & I worked 17 years to create, and put everything we had into.  That is not fair, in
any way.  You and I know that.  
   I am still hoping you will do the right thing and give me back what I created.  We have both lost.  But what's right is right. A simple signature on your part would go a long way to
setting things right. We are in bankruptcy and do not have any funds to make you an offer.  If I am correct, if you will be entering BK you cannot sell, transfer or give away any assets
within a year anyway, so this may be a moot point.  So maybe there is nothing that can be done.  
       Forget it?  You know I can't.  Neither would you.  You just don't "forget" loosing something you put nearly two decades of your life into.
    
Bob Bitchin
Bob@thebitchingroup.com
(530) 589-7979
www.thebitchingroup.com

Notice: This e-mail is meant for only the intended recipient, and may be a confidential communication or a communication privileged by law. Any review, use, dissemination,
distribution, or copying of this e-mail is strictly prohibited. 

-----Original Message-----
From: DJ Doran <dj@sextantpublishing.com>
To: Bob Bitchin <bbftw@aol.com>
Cc: Jody Lipkin <jodylipkin@gmail.com>
Sent: Sun, Oct 21, 2012 11:59 am
Subject: Re: Greetings

Hi Bob,

Thanks for the email.  This is my LONG response :)  Jody once told me you don't read anything longer than a few lines long but I ask you to
take the time to read this whole email.  I wanted to take time to digest what you had written before I responded.  It's hard for me to believe
the things that you wrote when on the home page of Cruising Outpost and in your summary you describe us as ("some unscrupulous
people who took down L&A").  I also glanced over the recent email exchanges between you and Joe.  You are right about 1 thing... we both
have very different views of what happened and why.  We can throw fact after fact at each other all day long to refute what we have been
accused of on the Cruising Outpost forum such as you and Jody did not receive any payments whatsoever, or that the van was
repossessed or that the domains were transferred to us and we took down the website. We of course both know that you had Steve take
that action which in turn forced us to act etc...  You see, I also have facts that I can choose to put out there, but what for?  In the final
analysis it does't change anything, the magazine is closed and people will believe what they want to believe, regardless.  I will offer this one
point that I think is the crux of why Joe and I feel so strongly.  We NEVER stole anything from you or Jody nor did we steal anything from
the company.  We worked long hours, took no pay and used our own money until it was gone to keep people employed and the doors open
and your legacy alive.  What we did not do was raise the money needed to clean up the company debt, your company debt and move
forward, THATS IT.   I wish we could have raised the money to save L&A,  God knows I tried everything that I knew how to do toward that
goal but in the end the financial condition of the company was just too bad for anyone to be interested in investing and that is a BIG
FACT. There were clearly mistakes made and hindsight is of course always 20/20, but crying over it now is pointless so we are doing what
we have to do to move on.

I read in your email to Joe that you and Jody obviously feel we have animosity or anger toward both of you.  That is far from the truth.  Of
course we were angry at the time and disappointed and yes hurt.  I understand the root of why things happened the way they did but
neither Joe nor I have ever used any public forum or allowed those who have their own agenda to bash you or Jody or anyone associated
with L&A nor have we taken advantage of any of the public platforms offered to us to tell our side of things such as Lat 38 or CW and
others. Joe and I have also not encouraged anyone to either directly or indirectly threaten to cause you guys harm.  I am very disappointed
that we have been victimized in that manner regardless of what happened business wise between us.  Joe and I know the real truth of our
intent and regarding our behavior and all I can say is that we sleep very well at night.  I understand that we were a lifeline for you and Jody
to get out from underneath the crushing financial weight of L&A and not have to face the sailing community and the inevitable financial
collapse of FTW.  You are 100% correct.... We came to you.  But whether you remember it or not I have email exchanges between you and
I in September with me explaining that we were having difficulty raising money because of the shape of the P&L's and you asking us to
keep moving forward.  It's also true that I told you we would have no trouble raising the money after we closed escrow because I truly
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believed in the strength and power of you and the L&A Brand, that was my mistake.  I also did not count on some other financial time
bombs that we did not catch during the due diligence financial analysis.  

Bob, we both know that If we had not stepped in when we did then in all likelihood this vitriol could have been directed at you and Jody. We
get it. However, as a result of us stepping in we are now the Villians and you guys are the Victims. You were able to save face and declare
BK and  blame it on those unscrupulous guys at Sextant Publishing and the frosting is that all of the FTW debt (other than the CC debt) and
the subscription liabilities go with Sextant.  We're big boys and we know how things work, so its all good.

I know that you and Jody were also disappointed that things did not work out the way we had ALL hoped.  You had mine and Joe's 100%
commitment and loyalty, but sometimes sadly, its just not enough.

Joe and I have moved on and are trying to focus forward.  We will address whatever legal fallout we have to and we will pursue whatever
legal remedy is available to us if needed.  We have no intention of republishing L&A or doing anything else associated with L&A.  I would
love nothing more than to give it all back to you because I truly think that is where it belongs.  I have had several offers to purchase the
subscription lists from other publications or purchase the brand itself but I just haven't been able to bring myself to see L&A with anyone
else other than you and Jody.  However, It is the only asset that we have left that can be used to recover some of our own catastrophic
financial losses.  The 10K to the (Schulke's) which I used to make payroll for the L&A "Family" btw is one thing and there are multiple other
things. 

 Joe and I are on solid financial ground and protected from personal liability so I am in no hurry to make any decision regarding this asset
and would be content to hold it for a while too.  However, in the spirit of just trying to put this behind us once and for all so we can ALL
move on, if you were able to put something together that we could live with and which was reasonable and allows all of the L&A IP to return
to you we would do our best to be reasonable in return. If not, I understand and I am sure we will both continue to move forward.

Lastly, I have told Joe not to include you and Jody in any correspondence with Heidi.  You do not need to be involved or have that as an
additional hassle.  Whatever legal issues we have between Heidi and us will be addressed in the courts. 

Enroute to Mexico.  I will reply when feasible.

Best regards,

DJ

P.S.  I just had the most amazing Chicken Fried Steak sandwich... photos to come!  

 

 

On Oct 15, 2012, at 4:34 PM, Bob Bitchin <bbftw@aol.com> wrote:

DJ,
  Dude, I thought you'd laugh at the posting.  Looks like you've been having some good times.  I am jealous.  All this negativity is draining.  I'd much rather concentrate on positive
things, wouldn't you.  What happened has happened. It's in the past.  I do wish once you knew what would happen you had just leveled with me.  It would have gone a lot easier
for both of us.

  We pretty much lost everything we had.  Our bankruptcy is taking whatever was left.  I am trying to do what I can do to get by and not lose my home.  

   You and I both have our own view of why things went the way they did.  I just wish you had signed that document.  It would have made things a lot easier for me, and it wouldn't
have hurt you in anyway.  I'm sure you had your reasons, but that hurt more than anything else.  At least then I might have been able to fight my way out of the hole.

   But the past is just that.  Past.  I hope you guys find some solace with each other.  I know I could never have gotten thru this without Jody.  If in the future you have not sold the
name you might consider giving it back to me.  I can't offer you any money, because I don't have any.  But I worked 17 years to build Latitudes & Attitudes.  I was very proud of
what I built.  I'd like to be able to look at it again someday as a positive thing.

   Say hi to Joe, and enjoy PV.  

   Oh, one more thing.  Kent can't answer your emails as, in the past he worked with your lawyers, and it is against their silly rules to deal direct with a person once they have been
represented by someone. 

Bob Bitchin
Bob@bobbitchin.com
(530) 589-7979
www.bobbitchin.com
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-----Original Message-----
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Subject: Greetings

Bob,

I received your message on Facebook this morning... I would be happy to meet 
with you while I am in Puerto Vallarta or anywhere else for that matter with our 
respective Attorney's present to avoid confusion or further misunderstandings.

Joe and I would prefer not to be continually cyber bullied by former employee 
and now Cruising Outpost "Head Wench" Heidi Benson and others and we would 
prefer that the veiled and direct threats we continue to see on the sailing 
forums cease. But, if this continues I will have no choice but to go public with 
our side of what happened.  I have been approached numerous times by multiple 
publishers over the last few months who have offered me a platform should I 
decide to do so but I have rebuffed them to this point because I had no interest 
in stirring the pot further or creating further hardship for anyone.
  However, If I decide to take them up on their offer I will back up what I 
write with every email (including the ones you sent behind our backs to the 
employees), text messages, Skype conversations, documents, accounting files and 
everything else that we have from every former employee, vendor and principle 
regarding what happened and make it all public.  I do not care if anyone 
believes it or not but at least it will be made public for everyone to read and 
see.  

This is not what we want to happen, but we are very prepared for it TO happen if 
necessary.

And finally, Neither Joe nor I are running from anyone nor are we afraid to 
fight back in court if necessary. Our mailing address has remained the same and 
anyone wishing to reach us is free to send their correspondence to that address.

This Sextant email is being shut down once the Bankruptcy proceedings are 
complete and every correspondence until that time is saved and sent to our 
Attorney in case of future litigation.

Please feel free to pass this email around to EVERYONE.

DJ
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